Lembit Beecher Bio (Short)

Lembit Beecher is a composer, conductor and pianist currently working on his DMA at the University of Michigan.  His teachers have included Evan Chambers, Bright Sheng, Karim Al-Zand, Pierre Jalbert, Kurt Stallmann and Bernard Rands.  Continually trying to expand his musical and artistic vocabulary Lembit has studied jazz piano, modern dance, ethnomusicology and participated in workshops and master classes with Stephen Schwartz, Bobby McFerrin and Paul Berliner.  Born of Estonian and American parents, Lembit grew up under the redwoods in Santa Cruz, California, a few miles from the wild Pacific.  Since then he has lived in Boston, Houston, Ann Arbor and Berlin.  This varied background has made him particularly sensitive to place, ecology and the strong emotional relationships that people forge with patterns in nature.  He is also interested in the way people tell stories, through songs, sounds, gestures and words.

